Mixed lymphocyte reaction in healthy women with rheumatoid factor. Lack of association with HLA-Dw4.
In independent studies, 51% and 36% of patients with rheumatoid arthritis have been shown to possess HLA-Dw4 compared to 7% and 13% of controls. In one study Dw4 positive patients more frequently had rheumatoid factor in their sera than did Dw4 negative patients. In order to determine if the Dw4 specificity is associated with the disease or with the presence of rheumatoid factor, the frequency of this HLA antigen has been determined in 24 healthy women known to have rheumatoid factor (median titer 1:160). Only 3 were found to have the Dw4 specificity, suggesting that this specificity is not associated with rheumatoid factor in the absence of rheumatoid arthritis.